DAN202 Creative Movement for Children

Spring Semester 2008

3 Credits, no prerequisites 

Class meeting times: MW 4:00pm -5:15pm, Small Dance Studio, Hinkhouse Center

Cottey College, Nevada, MO

Instructor: Jo Byrnes

Office: 109A Hinkhouse

Telephone: ext. 2250 Email: jbyrnes@cottey.edu
Office hours: by appointment

Requirements: 

1)Text: There is no text for the course. Readings will be provided by the instructor, placed on reserve in the libary,  and found on the internet. The instructor will also post reminders and information on the Angel Course Management System. 

2) Attire: clothing that is appropriate for moving and teaching children in. (No bare mid-drifts, cleavage, or undergarments showing; no clothing with inappropriate words or images.)

3) Active, enthusiastic participation.

Course Description: Exploration, critical analysis, and development and practical teaching of curriculum for children's creative movement classes. 

Course Goals: 
1) To think critically and philosophically about teaching creative movement to children;

2) To develop structured creative movement lessons for children;

3) To gain practical experience teaching creative movement classes.

Course Objective: After completion of this course, the student will be prepared to independently teach a series of well-developed and structured creative movement classes to children.

Class Structure: We will spend the first half of the semester reading and analyzing some literature about creative movement and dance education; as well as developing lesson plans and doing some practice teaching in class. In the second half of the semester, the students will teach and observe their peers teaching children.

Grading/Evaluation: 

Attendance/class participation 
~= 30%



 (2 points for attending/being on time and up to 8 points for being prepared and enthusiastically participating)

Written work



~= 40%




theory exercises





lesson plans




reflections of teaching


observations of teaching
  

final project

Practice and Actual Teaching

~= 30%

Attendance/Tardiness Policy:

Your attendance for this course is of utmost importance. Not only for your own progress, but for your classmates as well. You will be acting as a practice student for your peers, as well as providing them feedback on their work. You may also be teamed with some classmates and will have responsibility to them for lesson design and execution. If absenteeism becomes a problem, you may be asked to drop the class. Being tardy (more than 15 minutes late) counts as half an absence. Make-up work will be impossible for several of our class meetings, so if you miss class or know you are going to miss class, please notify me as soon as possible. There are no "excused" absences for this course.

Drop Dates: 

Monday, January 21, 5pm: Deadline for adding classes and dropping classes without fee and without notation of W on transcript.

Friday, April 4, 5pm: Deadline for withdrawal from classes without notation of WP/WF on transcript.

Friday May 9, 5pm: Deadline for withdrawal from classes with notation of WP/WF on transcript.Monday 

Other Information:

Please silence cell phones.

Disability Services: If you have a disability that may affect your academic performance and are seeking accommodations, it is your responsibility to inform the Coordinator of Student Disability Services (Mary McNerney—Academic Assistance Center) as soon as possible.  It is important to request accommodations early enough to give adequate time to consider your request and recommend reasonable accommodations.  In accordance with federal law, a student requesting accommodation must provide documentation to her disability to the Coordinator of Student Disability Services.  Instructors will provide necessary accommodations based on the recommendations of the Coordinator of Student Disability Services.  These recommendations must be presented to the instructor in a memo written by the coordinator and student. All information and discussions will remain confidential.
Disclaimer:  Instructor reserves the right to change the topics covered or order in which they are covered at her discretion after notifying the class in advance. 
It is not the aim of education to make the student feel good about himself or herself. On the contrary, if anything, a good education should lead to a permanent sense of dissatisfaction. Complacency is the very opposite of the intellectual life. The dirty secret of intellectual life is that first rate work requires an enormous amount of effort, anxiety, and even desperation. The quests for knowledge and truth, as well as depth, insight, and originality, are not effortless, and they are certainly not comfortable.
                        --John R. Searle

"The Cottey College Honor Code is based on the firm conviction that a learning community can exist and prosper only with each member's genuine and abiding respect and esteem for all other members of that community."
